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As a consequence of the Corona crisis and an almost complete breakdown in supply, most 
healthcare facilities are facing a shortage of all types of protective mask (surgical, FFP2 and 
FFP3 masks with and without exhalation valves). 
 
The ÖGSV has been asked on many occasions in the past few days to determine whether, 
and possibly also how, masks can be re-used. 
 
It must be emphasised first of all that these protective masks are single-use products and 
that they are not designed to be re-used. The current emergency however makes it essential 
to explore all possibilities to protect healthcare personnel from being infected with SARS-
CoV-2. In this situation, re-use cannot and must not be excluded. 
 
Present knowledge indicates that FFP2 and FFP3 protective masks with or without 
exhalation valves can be treated for re-use in the following way (visibly dirty or damaged 
marks must not be re-used!): 

- Sterilised using steam at 121 °C / 20 min (134 °C / 5 min is also possible, but this 
process places greater wear on rubber bands. Rubber bands could be adjusted or 
replaced if needed) 

- Disinfected using steam at 105 °C / 5 min (matrass disinfection utility or equivalent 
program in a steam steriliser)  

 
EO and FO sterilisation processes are in principle also effective but are not to be 
recommended because of the risk of residues remaining in the filter material. 
 
Attention must be paid at all times to ensuring that masks are kept dry both before and after 
being treated and that the number of treatment cycles is indicated on the masks. Masks 
could also be labelled to identify individual owners.  
 
It is currently not possible to say how often masks can be treated for re-use because of a 
lack of data on this topic. Experiments conducted so far have shown that being sterilised 
with steam one time does not have any impact on filter performance. 
 
It is important to avoid storing used masks that are still damp in sealed containers. This can 
lead to a massive increase in bacteria and mould within a very short period! 
 
For general practitioners, who often do not have access to the treatment processes 
described above, it is possible to resort to drying masks (preferably at 80-90 °C in a hot air 
drying cabinet or in an oven) and then storing them for 72 hours or spraying them thoroughly 
with a surface disinfectant (as a last resort if no other options are available!). In the latter 
case, it is important to ensure that the disinfectant has evaporated completely before masks 
are re-used. 
 
Please observe the latest directions/recommendations and decrees from the 
authorities regarding behaviours to be followed during the Corona crisis. 
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